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BRIEF INTRODUCTION:
This course is devoted to the history of the Western European colonial empires, with a particular
focus in the case of Portugal and its empire, combining global and national perspectives. It covers
the period between the early sixteenth century and the late twentieth century. The course will
provide students with key insights on the historical development of the Western European colonial
empires and will highlight the social construction of their memories. The uses of the colonial past
in building and rebuilding collective (national) identities and for the legitimation and delegitimation of modern polities will be explored. Particular emphasis will be placed on how that
memory was contested and negotiated, and to what extent the legacies of empire are still present
in the social, cultural and institutional fabric of both the former imperial powers and the postcolonial states.
Part 1 provides an overview of the Western European empires, from the early modern period to
the twentieth century. Part 2 focuses on the Portuguese case and surveys topics such as slavery
and its place in the Portuguese empire, and resistance against the Portuguese colonial rule. Part 3
is devoted to the nineteenth and twentieth century imperialism, as well as to the end of the colonial
regime. Part 4 is about the presence of the colonial past in late twentieth century Portugal.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Having successfully completed this course, students will be able to demonstrate in-depth
knowledge and understanding of:
a) the several dimensions of the Western European colonial empires between the

sixteenth and the twentieth centuries;
b) the various historiographical trends in the study of early-modern European colonial
rule.
c) recognize the value of the history of the European colonial rule to understand the
present-day world;
d) link processes of social change across the European colonial empires with current
issues;
e) locate and use a range of sources in the development of assessed work on the
Portuguese colonial domination in a historical perspective;
enhance your critical thinking about the history of empires and their role in the making of the
contemporary world
LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS:
Learning activities and teaching methods comprehend lectures and seminar-style classroom.
Mandatory readings of primary and secondary sources will be demanded.
ASSESSMENT:
The course emphasizes student participation and therefore a part of the final grade grows from
student participation in class discussions (20%). Students will facilitate one seminar discussion of
a PDF assigned article/book chapter reading by posing initial question(s) for discussion (20%).
Students will hand in a 4,000-5,000 word-final essay focused on one or more of the main topics of
the course contents (60%).
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CLASS SCHEDULE:
The course will be structured in four parts and twelve sessions topics:

1. Western European empires (16th-20th century)
1.1. European colonial rule in the Americas, Asia, and Africa.
This class is devoted to the Western European colonial empires across the Americas,
Africa, and Asia. It covers the period between 1500 and 1975, and its aim is to analyse the
main political, social, and economic features of such imperial formations.
1.2. Amerindian, Asian, and African polities: resistance, negotiation, and accommodation to
European colonial rule
This class aims at presenting an overview of the responses given by Asian, Amerindian,
and African societies to the European conquest. It will necessarily take into account the
violent resistance against colonial rule, as well as the processes of negotiation and
accommodation to the European imperial apparatus. Its aim is to underscore the agency
(indivi ual and collective) of local actors vis à vis the people of European descent.
1.3.

European empires, economic growth and globalization
This session is about the economic dimensions of the Western European empires. Parallel
to analysing the economic basis of such political formations throughout the period
between 1500 and 1975, it also considers the connection between Western European
empires and globalization processes.

2. Colonial rule, race, and evolving social / cultural boundaries
2.1. Forms of exclusion and inclusion: Jews and Muslims; Sub-Saharan Africans, Asians and
Amerindians; Citizens and foreigners
This class examines the close connection between European empires and processes of
inclusion and exclusion. A particular attention will be devoted to the statuses the

Europeans, as Christians, imposed to people of other religions and ethnicities. It also
considers the evolving notions of citizenship and alien across the European empires.
2.2. Colonial societies, racial thinking, and evolving social / cultural boundaries. Slavery and the
transatlantic slave trade
This is a class about the processes of racialization that evolved within the colonial societies
that resulted from the European conquest in Asia, America, and Africa. Parallel to
examining the connection between racial discrimination and colonial order, it also takes
into account the place of labour, in particular enslaved labour, in the development of
European empires.
2.3. Contesting the colonial categorization: from everyday forms of resistance to violent insurgency
This class’s focus is on local populations across Asia, Africa, and the Americas, and it
considers the many forms of contesting colonial categories. It examines a broad range of
responses, from violent forms of rejection of European rule to the subversion of the
classifications developed by colonial authorities.
3. From the “New Imperialisms” to the end of European colonialism
3.1. “Civilizing missions” and colonial rule
This class will discuss the concept of “civilizing missions” and its various meanings and
uses in the social and political worlds of nineteenth and early twentieth century Europe,
and will explore the contrasts between discourse and practice in the colonial territories.
3.2. Decolonization wars, late colonialism and anticolonial nationalisms
This class will present a state of the art of the discussions on the concept and practice of
late colonialism an explore the reactions it elicited from different sectors of the colonial
society, from strategies of accommodation/collaboration to the attitudes of resistance.
3.3. Imperial Endgames and Post-colonial memories
This class will present a state of the art of the discussions on the concept and practice of
late colonialism an explore the reactions it elicited from different sectors of the colonial
society, from strategies of accommodation/collaboration to the attitudes of resistance.
4. Performing and Exhibiting the Colonial in Contemporary Portugal
4.1. Performing the nation and the politics of multiculturalism: Brazil, Portugal and France at the
FIFA World Cup Finals (1938, 1966 and 1998).
This class will highlight the role played by international sport events in the making and
remaking of nationalisms, with a particular focus on how some team performances have
been represented as examples of multiracialism and/or multiculturalism.
4.2. From Seville’s Expo 1992 to Lisbon’s Expo 1998: the memory of the Iberian empires after
the fall of the Berlin Wall.
This class will discuss how international events such as universal exhibitions contributed
to reshape the memory of the Iberian empires by the end of the 20th century.
4.3. Black activism and the quest for the decolonization of Politics and History: case studies from
the USA, the UK and Portugal.
This class will analyze protests and campaigns on issues of public memory and academic
curricula that have been developed by black activists in the last years.

