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BRIEF INTRODUCTION:
This course focus is to understand the key roles of media as interfaces between the history
produced in academic circles and the general public, thus making the experience of the past
inherently dynamic and prone to reconstructions or revisions. The course will explore the issue of
how the modern media (print, digital/online or audiovisual) can function as space in which
conflicting visions and claims about the past are advanced, either by institutions, organized groups
or individuals. The course will allow students to situate the boom of “popular history” since the
1990s (with new protagonists disputing the ‘authoritative role’ previously held by historians) and
identify some of the dominant themes in several European countries (from imperial nostalgia to
forms of historical “negationism”, or the rise of post-colonial or “identity” agendas). Through a
series of case-studies, students are expected to gain a better understanding of the peculiar dynamics
of historical controversies, either in terms of the argumentation techniques or legitimation
strategies employed, as well as acquire competencies in assessing the reliability of historical
arguments.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
a)

understand the reasons behind the “history boom” in the media in various parts of the

world and the main interactions between media and history as interdisciplinary fields;
b)

identify the main discourses and rhetorical strategies employed by media to represent and

perform the past;
c)

understand ideological uses of the past in the media and link them to particular political

and social agendas;

d)

establish the reliability of competing representations of the same event or historical

process in the media;
e)

undertake comparisons between historical controversies that took place in different

national contexts.
LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND TEACHING METHODS:
The course’s learning activities will comprise seminar-style classroom discussions (based on
mandatory readings), usually centred on a chosen case-study. Sample documentary evidence
(newspaper clippings, online-contents and film excerpts) will be analysed and debated across times
and national contexts.
ASSESSMENT:
•

Seminar paper: 60%;

•

In class participation (discussion of articles or book chapters: 20%;

•

Examination of sources: 20%
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CLASS SCHEDULE:
1. Media and History: a fertile and troubled relationship
What societal and political reasons explain the inflation of history related news stories? How
important are media to the creation of enduring and popular collective perceptions of the past? In
this session we will analyze how media mediates an historic experience, either lived or imagined.
We will discuss the typified roles of journalists towards history (as servants of future historians,
historians of the present or mediators/interpreters of history) and debate about media as cultural
producers of historic events and characters. The concepts of social representation (Moscovici,
1961), media events (Katz and Dayan, 1992) and journalism as a site of “memory construction”
(Kitsch, 2015) will inform our talk.
Lecture

2. Religion, the politically correct and the persistence of censorship in graphic humor
Seminar

3. Imperial laughter: caricatures, colonialism and racism.
Seminar

3. Nationalism, satirical press and the formation of national identities in Europe
Seminar
5. Empire’s Wars: The Mau-Mau court case and the reappraisal of Britain’s ‘exemplary’
decolonisation.
Seminar.

6. Luso-Tropicalism under scrutiny: questioning Portugal’s reputation of ‘benign’
colonialist.
Seminar

7. Aristides Sousa Mendes’ rehabilitation and the re-interpretation of Portuguese neutrality
in World War II:
Seminar
8. Television programming and the invention of a revolutionary television: RTP as a
political actor in Portugal’s Carnation Revolution (1974-1976).
Seminar

9. Black activism in the media: contemporary representation of blackness in the
Portuguese media.
Seminar

10. Session with an invited artist (Filmmaker). Screening of a film and debate
Lecture

